A meeting with ourselves and with others
A LETTER TO THE TOURISTS AND VISITORS
Dear tourists and visitors:
Welcome to our diocese of Orihuela-Alicante. Let the hopes and dreams that you could not achieve during the work period come true during these summer months.

I believe that you have carefully prepared your holidays to rest, with longer hours at ease, so that you change thus enclosed rooms into open nature and forget about the stress of work by means of a peaceful calm. Maybe you dream of finding the "paradise" which was hidden throughout the year.
That rightful desire coincides mostly with God’s desire, as it moves us towards and helps us to achieve happiness. Happiness which was within reach of our hand in human being’s original state. According to the Bible, grief came afterwards because of the ingenuous wish of man to resemble God, disobeying the Creator.
God placed our first parents in paradise and we made ​​it a place of suffering. Paradeisos, is a loan translation from Persian pardes, meaning garden. In the religions of the Middle East, the gods lived, with joy and delight, in palaces surrounded by gardens. The water of life ran freely through them, wonderful trees sprang and their fruit fed mortals. These images appeared in the Bible, and so it is said that God "walked in the breeze of the day" in his garden (Gen. 3.8). The condition in which God created man and his fate on earth is also stated. In the same Holy Book we read that God planted "a garden in the region of Eden " (Genesis 2.8 ff.) The state of happiness in which man lived there, poured from his familiarity with God, from his freedom and control over animals and fruits, from the harmonious unity between man and his partner, from moral innocence and the absence of death.
These are the basic pillars of any human paradise, including also the eschatological one and the one we sometimes, at least, dream of recovering somewhat. It is true that the fulfillment of man as to "being happy and having fun" is in heaven, but it is also true that here on earth, we can glimpse flashes of that paradise lost forever and always longed for.
Holidays are a proper time and a good opportunity to get what we need. This achievement is possible when we live as children of God, when we feel His love, when we enjoy His creation with respect and gratitude, when we have inner peace and we love one another, when we come closer to the sacrament of reconciliation during our restful break. In a word, when we try to "be happy, having fun,"trusting in Risen Christ and knowing that only His friendship offers and ensures joy and happiness.

Let the holidays deserved break encourage us all to seek the paradise promised to the penitent thief on the cross. Paradise of the righteous. It is not a place, but a condition in which God will be everything in everyone. Only then we will be happy.
Let us listen to our Pope Benedict XVI, who reminded us some time ago:
The holiday period is without a doubt a practical time for taking up the biography and writings of a particular Saint but every day of the year affords us an opportunity to familiarize ourselves with our heavenly Patrons. Their human and spiritual experience shows that holiness is not a luxury, it is not a privilege for the few, an impossible goal for an ordinary person; it is actually the common destiny of all men called to be children of God, the universal vocation of all the baptized. Holiness is offered to all; naturally, not all the Saints are equal: in fact, as I said, they are the spectrum of divine light. Moreover, a Saint who possesses extraordinary charisms is not necessarily a great Saint. Indeed, there are a great many whose names are known only to God, because on earth they led an apparently perfectly normal life” (General Audience, 20.8.2008).

Let’s also remember that Eden contrasts with our miseries, that sin is linked to Paradise Lost and that the sins of the people result in void on earth (Jer. 4.23).
We must never forget that our paradise is not linked to a specific place or time. It is not limited to holidays. It doesn’t lie in having everything at our reach either. And it is not achieved by unleashing passions. It is not owned by a few, nor is it achieved just with human effort. The New Testament reveals the latest secret of this divine plan on man’s happiness: Jesus Christ is our happiness. He is our paradise.

We, the Church of Orihuela-Alicante, with its Bishop, its priests, its religious and secular people, want to wish you a happy stay among us. Everybody at the Parishes is at your disposal. We would love to inform you about the timetable of worship and the activities that we carry out. And we'll be happy for your participation in liturgical celebrations. We are at your service for whatever you need.

We wish you all a warm welcome and we hope you enjoy a happy holiday with the help and the close presence of Virgin Mary.
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Yours  sincerely.

                                                                                            + Rafael Palmero Ramos
                                                                                           Bishop of  Orihuela-Alicante
                             Alicante, 13th May, 2011

